CHAPTER XIIL

TYPES AND SPELLS OF WEATHER.
INTRODUCTORY.

IN the foregoing chapters we have devoted our atten-
tion more to the nature of the causes which, produce
weather at any moment than to the sequence of weather
for several consecutive days. We have, in fact, rather
described the nature of the individual disturbances which
form, as it were, the units of weather, than the manner
in which these components move or follow one another.
The word "weather" is used by meteorologists in a twofold
sense. When they talk of the weather at a moment,
they use the word in a restricted signification, referring to
the appearance of the sky, or to the occurrence of rain,
snow, etc. When they talk of weather for a longer
period, as, for instance, a wet week, or a cold month,
they use the word in a more extended sense, and include
the sequence of every meteorological element for the
time in question.

We have already mentioned that in the temperate
zone the units of weather, such as cyclones or anticyclones,
are perpetually moving or altering their shape, and
thereby producing changes of weather; or to put it